The Historical Background
desert were worked for gold and emeralds. The country*
was divided by the Pharaohs for administrative purposes
into two viceroyalties, that of Wawat in the north, and
that of Kush—a vague and indeterminate sphere to the
south. Forays and trading expeditions appear to have
penetrated south-westwards into Kordofan and south-
eastwards into the Fung province, but we have no know-
ledge of what may have been the state of affairs in this
epoch anywhere else in the Sudan but in northern Nubia.
About the middle of the 10th century b.c. a change
comes over the scene. A Libyan dynasty had seized the
power in Egypt, and other Libyans of cognate stock soon
became predominant in Nubia. They founded a monarchy
with its capital at Napata, near Gebel Barkal, and early
in the eighth century, Kashta, a Libyo-Sudanese, con-
quered Upper Egypt as far as Thebes. Piankhi, his
successor, pushed further afield, overran Lower Egypt
and took tribute from it. He appears also to have in-
stalled a branch of the royal family at Meroe, near the
junction of the Atbara with the Nile. The next King to
rule in Nubia, Shabaka (712-700 b.c.) not only ruled for
a time as far as the shores of the Mediterranean, but sent
his savage troops under Taharka, the son of Piankhi, to
assist King Hezekiah, in Palestine, against the Assyrians
of Sennacherib.
When, later, Taharka himself came to the throne he
continued the conflict with the Assyrians, but he was
eventually driven back from Lower to Upper Egypt and
thence to Napata. Tanutamon followed him upon the
throne, and in 663 b.c. reoccupied the Delta of Egypt.
Two years later he was expelled by Asshurbanipal and
by 654 b.c. he had lost Thebes and retired to his home-
lands beyond the cataracts. For the next three and a
half centuries the Nubians were content, it seems, to
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